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One of the biggest concerns for Car-
leton environmentally, is the contamina-
tion of waste, according to Philip Mans-
field, the manager of the sustainability 
program at Facilities Management and 
Planning.

“We have seen lower diversion rates in 
food courts and audits have shown that up 
to 22 percent could have been recycled,” 
Mansfield said in an email. “When waste 
goes into the wrong stream, [such as] gar-
bage into recycling bins, not only are we 
reducing the amount we can divert, but 
we also risk recycling waste being rejected 
by our waste collector and ending up in 
landfill.”

Diverted waste refers to waste that is 
not going to landfill and is instead be-
ing recycled in some way. Contamination 
of waste is caused by things such as food 
waste being put into paper recycling.

This results in the university’s waste 
collector potentially having to put waste 
into landfill, most of which could have 
been recycled had it not been for the 
food waste. According to Mansfield, this 
is something students are responsible for, 
and can act to prevent.

“One of the biggest environmental ac-
tions that we can all make, day to day, is 
to think about where our waste goes and 
to use the right bin on campus,” he said.

According to Mansfield, Carleton typi-
cally diverts about 60 per cent of its waste 
from landfill. The university collects over 

2,300 metric tonnes of general waste per 
year. Of this, around 900 tonnes is sent to 
landfill and 1,400 tonnes are recycled or 
composted, he said.!

As well as waste that’s thrown directly 
into disposal bins, Mansfield said there is 
a big task to be dealt with in regards to the 
waste from construction sites on campus.

With several large projects on the go, 
such as the new Health Sciences Building, 
the ARISE (Advanced Research and Inno-
vation in Smart Environments) Building 
project near Loeb Building, and plans for 
a new Sprott School of Business building, 
there are large amounts of waste Carleton 

must deal with, Mansfield explained.
“We are focusing on maximizing waste 

diversion and recycling from these proj-
ects ensuring all such projects evaluate 
recycling efforts both prior and after con-
struction. Recent efforts has seen diver-
sion and reuse of up to 80 percent, and 
given the weight of such waste this adds 
to our overall diversion efforts,” he said.

Outside of these two major concerns, 
Mansfield said the sustainability program 
has tried to expand Carleton’s capability to 
recycle a wide variety of goods, making it 
easier to divert waste from landfill.

A new program that started last 

year! was the introduction of Electrobac 
bins to campus, which accept small elec-
tronic waste and print cartridges, and are 
available in Athletics, in Residence Com-
mons, and the University Centre. Accord-
ing to Mansfield, since its inception this 
program helped recycle over 19,000 kilo-
grams of electronic waste at Carleton.

“This year perhaps the biggest change 
is the new recycling and composting cen-
tre in the seating area of the University 
Centre food court that was developed and 
built over six months,” Mansfield said. 
“The station is unique in North America 
and designed specifically for Carleton. 
The new station emphases recycling and 
compost options and aims to reduce con-
tamination rates and get users to use the 
right bin for the waste being thrown away.”

“Working with food partners, packag-
ing changes were made to increase what 
can be recycled. We have also added liquid 
and food waste compost streams. Our aim 
is to work towards zero waste in such ar-
eas,” he added. 
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"e Canadian Association of Undergradu-
ate Students (CAUT)—a nationwide asso-
ciation of 70,000 academic professionals from 
122 Canadian universities—is gearing up to 
take censure action over an alleged lack of 
transparency on Carleton’s Board of Gover-
nors (BoG).

According to Root Gorelick, president of 
the Carleton University Academic Sta# As-
sociation (CUASA), when the CAUT held a 
meeting in May, its executive committee de-
layed censuring Carleton in order to give the 
BoG a chance to amend its freedom of speech 
policies.

“Carleton didn’t do anything [to avoid cen-
sure],” Gorelick said.

In 2016, !e Charlatan"reported that!Gore-
lick’s application to run for another three-year 
term on the BoG was refused. Steven Reid, 
Carleton’s media relations o$cer, said at the 

time, that Gorelick’s application was turned 
down partly due to his refusal to comply with 
the BoG’s code of conduct, which is part of its 
bylaws.

“"e Board of Governors had a code of 
conduct that was truly egregious . . . Board 
members were not allowed to comment at all 
about decisions even if they disagreed with 
them,” Gorelick said.

In a previous!Charlatan article published in 
June, Valerie Dufour, a CAUT spokesperson, 
argued that this ruling violated the CAUT’s 
Openness and Transparency in Post-Second-
ary Education policy. "e article said that!dur-
ing his time on the board, Gorelick had been 
threatened with removal a%er refusing to sign 
a con&dentiality agreement because he had 
been blogging about board meetings. Dufour 
added that this represented an “infringement 
on academic freedom.”!

According to Gorelick, the BoG’s open 
sessions “aren’t really open,” and previously 
required attendees to go through two or three 
security checkpoints to enter.

“"e only way that one can get in is if you 
ask for written permission of the board,” he 
said, adding that there are “almost no seats 
there.”

Gorelick said that he would like to see 
these problems remedied but said it’s not easy 
to do.!He explained that a solution would re-
quire a change to both the code of conduct 
and the BoG’s bylaws.

According to Gorelick, a CAUT censure of 
the university would a#ect Carleton’s reputa-
tion. He added that the CAUT would recom-
mend to all instructors seeking employment 
that they don’t apply to Carleton.

“"ere’s more of a stigma attached to it 
than anything,” he said.

In the Charlatan article, Dufour explained 
that a censure would impede academic out-
reach for both students and faculty members, 
while shaming the university.

However, Gorelick said he has “absolutely 
no idea” if Carleton will be censured, explain-
ing that the CAUT must vote on whether to 
delay censure again before voting on it.

“We are a part of a university, and a uni-
versity debates things, and minority opinions 
matter, and we have open, civil, collegial dia-
logues. It matters,” Gorelick said.

In an emailed statement, Reid said the uni-
versity “has had discussions” with the CAUT 
about amending the BoG’s code of conduct.

“Changes to the wording of the code will 
be presented at a future Board of Governors 
meeting for review,” Reid stated.

"e! CAUT is scheduled to vote on the 
matter on Nov. 25.
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